
Local 66 SLC Vote Next Wednesday
The Local 66 St. Louis County unit’s 
negotiating team has reached a 
tentative agreement on a new contract. 
The powerful negotiating team was 
backed up by a strong contract 
campaign, heavy member engagement 
through collective actions, and a 
massively successful petition calling on 
the County to bargain a fair contract 
that doesn’t shift all of the cost of 
funding health insurance on to workers. 
They got over 750 signatures. 

Congratulations to all, and a huge 
thank you to the members of the 
SLC negotiating team for the time, 
energy and passion you put in to 
making this contract agreement 
possible! 

Voting will take place Wednesday, 
Dec. 18 at worksites across the county. 
Download the voting schedule from the 
St. Louis County Bargaining Updates 
page on our website. Stay in the 
know about our contract! Text SLC to 
237263 to subscribe to text message 
updates from our bargaining unit. 

Stillwater Library Workers in Local 517 
Reach TA
Local 517 members at Stillwater 
Libraries have reached a tentative 
agreement on a new two-year 
contract. The agreement includes 3% 
raises each year of the contract, an 
increase in life insurance coverage for 
employees who work more than 20 
hours a week, and an arrangement 
to resolve post-2018 open enrollment 

health insurance issues. The team 
also successfully held the line on 
health insurance and dental premiums 
for workers, with an increase to 
the employer’s health insurance 
contributions in the second year of the 
contract. Congratulations to all!

Attend a Regional Planning 
Meeting
As part of our strategic plan, 
AFSCME leaders are holding 
recurring regional planning 
meetings for members across the 
state. These meetings provide an 
excellent opportunity for members 
to build solidarity with folks from 
other locals, as well as a space for 
planning collective work to advance 
our union’s mission based on each 
region’s specific needs, issues and 
interests.

Local leaders are invited to attend 
each of the following first-round 
regional meetings. 
•	 Duluth: December 18, 4PM; 

Holiday Inn, Lake MI/HURON 
room; 200 W 1st St, Duluth

•	 Brainerd, January 8, 4PM; 
location TBA

•	 Bemidji, January 22, 4PM; 
location TBA

All members are invited to attend 
the upcoming second-round 
meetings. Stay tuned for more 
opportunities to gather with fellow 
AFSCME members in your region! 
•	 West Metro: January 24 at 

4:30PM; 312 Central Ave. SE, 
Minneapolis (Room 365) 

•	 Mankato: January 21 at 5PM; 
Jake’s Stadium Pizza, 330 
Stadium Rd., Mankato

•	 East Metro: March 18 at 12PM; 
AFSCME Council 5, 300 Hardman 
Ave. S., South St. Paul MN 55075
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       ACTION UPDATE
AFSCME Mourns the Passing of  Union Sister Rep. Diane Loeffler
Our labor family mourns the death of AFSCME sister and State Rep. Diane 
Loeffler, who died Nov. 16th after a battle with cancer. She was 66.

A dedicated and tireless public servant, Rep. Loeffler represented Northeast 
Minneapolis for 15 years in the Minnesota State Legislature. She dedicated her 
career to helping our most vulnerable neighbors by providing the high-quality 
public services we all depend on.

Members who advocated at the Capitol found a willing and eager partner 
in Loeffler, who was always ready to fight for core services and the public 
employees who deliver them. She served as chairperson of the Property and 
Local Tax Division Committee, and also served on the Health and Human 
Services Policy Committee, among other assignments.

Loeffler was a champion for working families, not just in the Legislature, but 
also as a public employee and an AFSCME union member herself. She was a 
member of Local 2864 in her role as a health care policy analyst for Hennepin 
County, focusing her efforts on services for seniors and people with disabilities, 
as well as expanding access to affordable health coverage.

A lifetime resident of Northeast Minneapolis, Rep. Loeffler graduated from 
Edison High School and earned degrees in social science and education from 
Augsburg College.

Loeffler often described a very personal reason for fighting on behalf of the 
most vulnerable: her aunt Lil, who was born with Down syndrome. Her aunt’s 
experience taught Rep. Loeffler that government could be a powerful force for 
good in our community, and it fueled her passion for public policy throughout 
her life.

The entire AFSCME community mourns the loss of this tireless advocate for 
working families and sends our deepest condolences to Loeffler’s loved ones.
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